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ludum et jocum facti eſſe videamur; ſed ad ſecve- 
ritatem Potius, et ad quædam Audia graviora, at. 
que majora. Cic. de Officiis. 1. i. „ 2 
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RECREATIONS. 


H E ghd Philoſopher 9 tho * 

T allows of certain Recreations, pro- 
vided they are uſed as Sleep, or a” 

= other kind of Reſt from Labour *; yet tells us, 


that we were not born to play and trifle; but © 
rather to purſue Things of a more n and 

x _ vere Nature b. 

| It may not be improper to add, that hs | 
was himſelf far from a gull or melancholy {/ 
Diſpoſition ©; but his own excellent Under= _ 3 l 
ſtanding, greatly improved by. Study, en- 
abled him to ſe ſome Things, which too 


a Sicut ſon, et kt ceteris, De offic. 1. . 


2 d bid. (Cui tanta unguam jucunditas a 1. 5 = 
* Inſtir. Orat. L. 10. c. . wh a" we 3 
9 in Vit. die. ſub finem. | 
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| . 1 > 5 
many Chriſtians, diſſolved in Eaſe and Plea- 

ſute, ſeem either not to W or not to ap- | 
rove of. 


As to the Subject of this preſent Eſay. of 
how little Moment ſoever it may appear to 
ſome; yet is Men's higheſt ana gratly : 


. Concerned in it. 


Recreations indeed, are not of the Eſſence 
of Religion; but then as Religion may be 
more or F fe affected by theſe Things, it muſt 
| therefore be worth every Chriftian's while, to 
ſpend a few ſerious T houghts upon ſuch a2 
Subject. "i 
= For the ſame Holy Spirit, who has ac . 
ſured us, that tbe Kingdom of God is not Meat 
and Drink*; has likewiſe ſtrictly command- 
ed, that © whether we eat or. drink; or 
* bat ever doe do, to do all to the Glory of 
« God®. 
So that notwithſtanding Religion does not 
conſiſt in little and indifferent Things; yet 
we are to be exactly careful, that ſuch Things 
prove no way un to the Intereſt oF 
Religion, 

For whenever they happen thus. to 46; 
they: then ceaſe to be little and . e 


N . Bou XIV, 17. | 1 Con 3 31. 
1 and 


Tn 
and * Matters of the moſt weighty 
Concern. 

And there is the more Nn to be cau- 
tious in this Reſpect; becauſe it is often from 
what is ſeemingly trivial, that Sue 2 . 
are betrayed into Evil. 

Let it then be exam lined, 

1. Whether all manner of Recreations be 
unlawful ati | 

a. Whether poliſhing the Manners be c con- 
trary to Chriſtianity? And. 

3. In what Eſteem, ON ought to'be 
held ? 

They, who maintain all manner of Reoxe- 
ations to be unlawful, ſeem evidently to ſay, 
that every Kind of Reſt and Exerciſe is un- 
lawful: but to affirm this, muſt be the Height If 

of Weakneſs, . _ f 

For what is Reft to the weary, or what i is 
Exerciſe to the Sedentary, but a Recreation? 
And what more abſolutely neceſſary, than each 
aof them? However, if we tire really defirous 
of preſerving a good Conſcience in any of our 
Recreations, I muſt take the Len of 
thinking, that we cannot do this,. When- 
« ever we aſſociate with Perſons of bad Mo- 
« rals; or only divert ourſelves, merely as 

_ 


9 


4 Spectatort, where any Vice or nel 
« is going forwards: Whenever we may in- 
« jure others, by-our Preſence or Example; 


« or hurt our Families, by the Loſs of our 


« Time: Whenever our Recreations are not 
perfectly virtuous; which, in particular, 
te js the Caſe of Gaming; or when they en- 
courage a vicious and immoral Way of Life 
in other Men: Whenever, tho! innocent; 
in their own Nature, they are unbecoming 
C our ſeveral Characters and Profeſſions: 
Whenever they are not conducive to the 


« Health of Body or Mind; or take up more 


<« of our Time, than is neceſſary to this End: 
e Whenever they render us Cold and Careleſs. 
t in Religion; or break in upon the Duties 


* Of it, either publick or private: When- 
ever they tend to introduce a Levity of 


« Mind ;. or, any Way, to corrupt the 
ct Manners: And, in ſhort, whenever, tho? 
in Perſons of Fortune, they can anſwer no 
tt other View, than merely to waſte and 
* «, paſs away their Hours.” For this is moſt: 


evidently an Abuſe of Time; which was 
W given to the bighef as well as the erg. . 
1 very different N yp 


{ 7 
% 


1 $ 
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But now, if it ſhould be thought, tha# al- 
moſt the whole of our favourite Diver fjons 
are here ſet aſide, I muſt: own, that I am en- 
tirely of the ne ion but er is no _— 


for it. 
And carey, 30 we reflect as we coughs; 
on the great Affairs of Eternity, and the 
Shortneſs of that Time, in which we are to 
provide for an endleſs Duration; we cannot 
take too much Cann, how we n our 
Moments. a9] 260 
And further, dow we der the pen 
ſent miſerable State of the World; how little 
of the true Spirit of Religion is amongſt 
Us, and how Mankind generally ſpend their 
Days; I preſume we cannot well be too cau- 
 tious, how we give Encouragement to what 
is already but too warmly, and too eagerly 
purſued, For indeed Diverſions and Recrea- 


tions ſeem at preſent, what they have too! = 


long been, the mere Diſeaſe of the Times. 
As to our injuring others by our Example,” 


or Preſence, at any Recreation whatever; it 


is an Affair of much greater Importance, than 

may be always apprehended: and therefore 
the judicious Reader will excuſe a few Lines = 
1258 this . 


It 


xr 


11 muſt undoubtedly be granted, that "wiſe 


that are harmleſs in their on Nature; which 


Danger. But ſtill, if the former would a& 
conſiſtently with thelr own Character, they 


do the Souls of W abridge wages 

of many Liberties. 

For let their own Wiſdom and Virtve be 
as powerful Securities to themſelves, as can 

be imagined; yet if their Behaviour ſhould 

prove hurtful to thoſe, who have no great 
Share of either, they are then guilty of that, 


= which no wiſe and good Man would chuſe 
d be guiky of. And indeed ſuch a Perſon 


who is not acquainted, that to give no Of- 
Fenee *; but to provide Things honeſt in the, 
Sight of all Men ; and to abſtain from all. 


Duties of 889 Chriſtian. 


4 3 xiv. 13—15. ls : «Con: vüi. 1 Ch. he 
32. 33. 2 Cok. vi. 3, * Row. xii. 17. 2 Cox. 
vii. 27.  '% 1 THEss. v. 22. 5 allo Sr. Marr. 
xviii. 7. Acrs xxiv. 16. | 

| What 
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* 


1 good Men may ſafely do many Things 


others cannot poſſibly do, without much 


will often find it neceſſary to tread in the 
Steps of the great Apoſtle ; and, in Charity 


has made but a poor Progreſs in Religion, 


' Appearance of Buil , are the ee 


h= op A —B „ A. 


% 25 
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What I deſire next to obſerve, is, that Re- 
creations are perhaps often recommended, 
when graver Counſels might poſſibly be of 
much more Service. 

Every wiſe and ſerious Chriſtian would un- 
doubtedly own, and that, with the 
Concern, not only that the World is over-run 
with Wickedneſs; but that even the generality 
of thoſe who make Pretences to Religion, lead 
their Lives in a very careleſt and negligent! „ 


manner. 
But yet, when any « one is awaken' a out of 


this ſpiritual Sleep, and begins to think and 
reflect with due Seriouſneſs and Attention; 
inſtead of encouraging this happy State of 
Mind, and furthering the Deſigns of the Holy- 
Spirit, it is well if every Method and Device 
be not made uſe of, which may reſtore the 
Man to his former Inſenſibilit v. * 

And tho' there is no Queſtion to be made, 
but a diſorderly State of the Blood and Am. 
mal Spirits may frequently attend Religious 
Melancholy, which Caſes muſt therefore re- 
quire ſuitable Aſſiſtance; yet I preſume to 
be of Opinion, that if They, who are often 
ſent to Paſtimes and Diverſions, to get rid of 


—_ any troubleſome Thoughts, would - 


— 


N 
chiefly apply themſelves fi neerely to Prayer, 
and other Exerciſes of Devotioh'; and, ac- 
cording to the Nature of their Lives, to a 
deep and thofough Repentunce; they would, 
in due Time, reap more Comfort from hence, 
than from all the ſilly and idle Pleaſures, 
| nn. the whole World can afford v. 
And in order to abate our Fondneſs for theſe 
empty Amuſements, let us reflect, that the 
firſt Chriſtians ſeem to have contented them- 
ſelves with the Diver/ons of a very oy and 
beavenly Life. Yo; 4 118 

But you will ſay perhaps, that God Al- 
mighty called thoſe good Men to a difficult 
Tak; and n them eee accor- 
dingly. | 
<1. his 1 is very certain; but if we : imagine, 
that we are not likewiſe called to what is 
difficult, we know but little of the Goſpel of 
{ Chrift i: and it is our own Fault, if we meet 
not with e Aſſiſtance, 1 


I 
\ 


| ( 
* or. Jabs v. 13. \ PSALM xxxvii. 4. li. 11. 1 15. 
xciv. 19. cxix. 92. cxxvi. 5, 6. JEREM. ii. 13. 


Sr. MATT. vii. 13, 14. Sr. Maxk ix. 43—48. 
Row. vi. 4. vi. 11—13. 1 Con. ix. 24—27. 2 Cox. 
v. 15. 17. Ch. vii. 1. Ch. x. 4, 5 Ga. v. 24. Eenes. il 
iv. 20-24. Ch. vi. ro—18. Cor. iii. 1,2. 2Sr.PsT. fl 
1. * Ch. iii. . 18. 1 ST, JOHN it, IF» 16. 
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To 


True it is, that Chriflianity | is not now in 
a State of Perſecution, as it was then; but 
are Chriſtians. therefote the more at Liberty ; 
o grow cold in Religion? Is an Exemption 
from Sufferings a Toleration for this? Is the 
Goſpel of Chriſt leſs binding, than it was in 
thoſe Days? Or is the Way to Heaven not 
ſo frait and narrow, as when our holy Lord 
firſt declared it ſo ? 

If it ſhould be faid, that the ſevere Perſecu- 
tions of thoſe Times added greatly to the 
raitneſs and narrowneſs of it; I defire it 
may be remembered, that thoſe ſharp and ſe- 
vere Tryals were, at the ſame time, moſt 
excellent Preſervatives againſt that Pride, Am- 
bition, and Worldly- mindedneſi, as well as 
other' Corruptions of the Heart, which now 
obſtru& the Paſſage to us, and T it ſo 
exceedingly troubleſome, _ i 

And therefore tho' theſe Enemies of out 
Souls do not appear in the frightful Forms 
of Death ; yet we ſhould well conſider, whe- 
ther they are not full as dangerous? Whe- 
ther as muck Care and V. atchfulneſs be not 
as neceſſary : at n as in thoſe- carly Sea- 


5 TR Marr. vii. 14. 


. ſons? 


't 10 1. 
ſons? And whether, now the Flood. tes 
of Vice are opened upon us, We. have any 
3 to ſlacken our Zeal and Diligence, 

to grow the more unconcerned, becauſa 
7 niquity abounds, and. tbe Love of mou: 7s 
waxed „„ 

Our bleſſed Saviour indeed 8 Him 
chiefly to foretel, that . Mens Zeal for Him 
« would greatly abate, through the Violence 
of Perſecutions,” However, whether it 
abates through this, or ,a Torrent of Vice 
and Immorality, ſtill Iniguity may well be 
aid to abound, and the Love of N to 

Wax al, 

But if we ould ſuppoſe, " that in ſuch 
Circumſtances, we had any Authority to 
grow Iuke-warm: or remiſs in Religion, it is 
plain ſuch an Opinion codld not redound 
mucb, either to the Honour, of the Gappet, 
or the Salvation of Mankind. 

As State of Eaſe and Proſperity, it t muſt be 
. own'd, does ſtrangely diſpoſe Men to | grow 
cool and indifferent in their Duty; but this i 
far from being an Argument, that. thele 
Things ought thus to be. | 


v ST, Matt, xxiv. 12, 


mW CY .-+ ED ww 0 
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But let if now be ee Whether & 

ey 
Notwithſtanding it t will be very ory for 
us, if we have not long been labouring after Po- 
kiteneſs, at the Expence of our Marals and 
Religion ; yet certainly the refoxming whatever 
is amiſs in the Behaviour, cannot be: contrary 
to the Goſpel, nor unbecoming of a Chyiftian. 
Nay, ſo far from it, that Genthenr/s®, Meek- 
neſs*, Patience*, and Humility*; to be 


courteouss, and to render Fear to whom Fear 
is due; and Honour to whom Honour b; Fheſe 


are ſome of the Deramohes of a Gbrifttan' 9 


_ 


Conſequently: 4 as an Infolence 2 


Rudeneſs, all Haughtineſs and Indecency of 


Behaviour, muſt be oppofite to the Laws of ⁵ 
Chrijti auity: 80 the getting rid of theſe bad 
Qualities, muſt be a Duty n one, 2 


who is troubled with them. 
But here if it ſhould. be ſuppoſed, that 


Fore Skill in Dancing maſt be neceſſary to 


this * I muſt, defire Leave to by of 


© GAL. v. 22. 4 Ver. 23. 72 wh Tuxss. v. 14. 
1 PET. v. 5. 5 Ch. iii. b. > Rom. xiii. 7. 


« polifling the Manners: n to Chr 8 


Danger attending this Modiſh Diverſion. 


little ſuited to the Genius of the Religion of 


| even Socrates himſelf, in the yp and Coun- 


Was) 


a different Opinion. However, as this Sala , 


is in no ſmall Reputation, let us impartially I. 


examine, what D of Eſteem 1s due to 


. 
We may begin Vith obſerving, chat we } 


ſhall undoubtedly be told, that eyen „ the 
& wiſe Socrates himſelf admired it; and We 


« that the valiant Merion was a fine Dan. 
. 

It were greatly to be e that all Dan- 
cers were as Miſe as that excellent Philoſo- 
pher: Since there 7 71 be then much leſs 


Though had the 9 eg Dancing been as 


Athens, as ſome may apprehend the Modern 
is to the Genius of the Goſpel, that wiſe Man 
had hardly given it the Authority of his Ex- 
ample. This, I believe, moſt will think, 
who are ee with his Life and Beha- 
viour i. x 

And beſide, what might very well became 


a Xenophon.. — Li. iii. 8 15 Plat 
Phædo ſub finem. Grito per tot. 7 


try he lived k, Miche ine? cor him' to 
much Ridicnle- and Contempt amongſt the 
learned Romans of Ciceros Days. Amongſt 
whom the Greek Philoſophy was of much 
higher Value, than their Dancing. 185 
The Engliſh Reader may judge, by this 
following Account, in what poor — 
Dancing then was. | 
Murana, an eminent Roman, bad bien 
xxed by Cato with being a Dancer. — Cicero 
ndertakes the Defence of him, by denying 
he Charge. He expreſſes the warmeſt Re- 
ſentments againſt Cato, for taking up fo 
heavy an Accuſation, ſo wy raſhly;. and | 


* Corn, Nep. in Vir. a et in \ procfi. . Fg: 


ocrates, I would beg leave juſt to offer the following 


onjecture; which is, that perhaps his Dancing might be 
o more than a mere Exerciſe tor Health. We learn 
rom Diogenes Laertius how very careful he was to exerciſe 
ts Body. derietνεο os &  owpagxiac. in Vit Socrat. Plus 
arch tells us, that Dancing was no unpleaſant Exerciſe to 
ocratess. And in another Place, that, Socrates uſed" ta 
ſay, when he put himſelf in Motion by Dancing, that a 


/ arge Houſe was (moſt) fit, or proper for him to exerciſe 


ED — ved 4» ob andl; y d xxo. Plut. De | 
end, bona Valet. p. 216. | 
* 4 gig" Engel Ins © tArye 016 TW _ ly z Rb as | 


eph, 
affirms 


dende Poles ixav; ig 1 -Ibid. p. 226. Edit. I 


Of Socrates and Merjon can be in the preſent 


Aru. 


affirms, that ſcarce. any ſaber Perfon a 
feven} in a Retirement, unleſt be happen Fo 
ze mad. He calls dancing an Attendant on 
luxurious Feaſting ; 5 and the. e * all 
Po” Nate 

Conſequently they ſoem to fans had the 
* Opinion of it, as their great Fou 
 Eneas had long before, 

For by him it is; that Merion. is called a 
1 but this Name — him, N 
way of Neproachm. 

So that of what Force the j joint Authorieie 


_ Caſe, the Advocates for this Diverfon had 


beſt explain: ſince we find ſuch different 
Sentiments between Heroes and Philoſophers, 
Thoſe of Crete and Athens, on the one 
Side: And thoſe, of TO Ads; Ip the 
other. 1 
True it certainly is, that in the early Ages 
of the Roman Republic, before 1 were 


Nemo enim ferd ſaltat ſebrdus, niſt fort? inſanit, ne- 
que in. ſolitudine, neque in conviuto 24 5 Ki nt 
intempęſtivi convivii — Multarum deliciarum comes oft ar- 
trema Saltatio. — Neceſſe 2 omnium uitiorum efſt paſtre- 
mum. Orat. pro Mur Soe alſo de Officus. L. iii. 
c. xix. xxiv. 


= Homer, Iliad. L. xvi, » 6. 17. 


5.0 


0 The T 5" AT. 
introduced into:their Worhip, Dan ing was 
held in great Veneration. © Mum Pompilits 
made uſcof:it,, amopgſtother Rites, to ſoften 
che Manners: of that Peaple, who were then 
Lerce and untradable, and to poſſeſs their 
10 Minds with n. Sentiments f dene 
gion a, 

Tbelr Ken HEE a but in tage 
they: grew top t and luxur iaus. Whether 
Dancing | vorributed to the Corruption af 
their State, the Critios had beſt. determine. 
However, in after Ages, that it had but a 
very indifferent Character, we have da 
ciently ſeen, xo 
t But ino it may be daid that Dancing was 

likewiſe uſedseven in the Warthipof the true 
God, both 1before and a ſter the Law was 
given*: And that it us mat only made uſe 
of! in e- de the e but IR b 
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| Phe, in Vir Hum, f N 27 A L. 
„ec. zi, xx. Jarro apud Augett de Civit. Dei, L. iy. 
7 C. 

We 20. = 84d. wi. 14. PAL. ext, 3. 
; d 4. 


" 7 Juno. al. 34 | 1-84M, xvii. 6, 7. a 
WIS The 


? Try 165 4 


e The Prophet Feremiaht comforts that Pes 
ple with a Promiſe, that They ſhall go ' forth 


in the Dances of them that make merry. And 
again, that The Virgin fhall rejos ice in the 


Dance, both Jour: ww en and Ola _— 


tber a 125 
And further, it may be obſerved,” that 
when our bleſſed Saviour mentions this Diver- 
2 in his Parable of the returning Prodigal”, # 
Þ paſſes no Cenſure upon it, either then, or at 
any other time. And beſides, the wiſe Man 
had, many Ages before, declared, that 
there was a Time to mourn, and 4 77 me w 
dance. 


Before we eonfider the different Paſſage 
here referred to; I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 
in general, that I cannot comprehenfl, what 
the Religibus uſe of — has t to d Ob! with 
the Modern uſe:of it. to 
Are our Balls of a ils Nature? Have 
they any Tendency towards ſerving the Ends 
of Religion? Or do they ſeem defirned' to 
inſpire Men with it? And therefore what 
en can a e er Nr 


| IR. Ari. 4. 13. 5 or. Luxx xv. 25. 
: ECCLEs, ii, 4 | 
give 


- 
F —Y 


dn 0 4 W which 4 is nat relginue? 

Beſides, that it, ought to be mentioned to the 
Hopour: of the Hebrew Dancing, that our 
promeuous. Uſe of it ſeems to have been 
quite unknown to that ancient People. 
As to the Words of the Prophet, they 
muſt Fiche: relate to the Times of the G 
pel; or to the return of the eus from their 
Captivity; „ Ort to both. 

II the former, then the Words muſt have 
a, figurative and ſpiritual Meaning ; which 
has gathing to do with the preſent Subject. 

th ier relate to the ſecond, then, notwith- 

nding Dancing muſt be literally meant, 

= whether Religious or Civil, or both, it is 
of no Conſequence to us, ſince it "muſt be 
confined to that People entirely ; ; for who 
elſe were thus to rejoice, but themſelves 
on. ye 

And tho' we ſhould fuppoſe the Prophecy 


has a double View; that is, both to their 


Keſtoration, and their general Converſion; no 


more can be inferred from it, than what bas 


. See the learned Biſhop Patrick on Exob. xv.'20. 
and Jvo. xxi. 21. See alſo Dr. Cave in the Life of * 
ST. — Sect. 3: | 


15 


been already ata excepting only, that it 
was a ſuitable Exerciſe for that Nation. 

As to our holy Lord's not cenſuring this 
Diverſion; if we only conclude from hence, 
the 'Lawfulneſs of it, in general, with re- 
ſpect to the Jes, there is no great Matter 
in it; provided we ſtrain the Inference 'no 
further. But it ſhould be remembered, that 
the Holy Spirit has ſeen proper twice to re- 
cord > the dancing of the Daughter of He- 
rodias, without giving the leaſt Intimation 
of any expreſs Cenſure, which was paſt on it 
by our bleſſed Saviour, And yet, I believe, 
N would infer from hence, the Innocency 


of that Dancing: Since beſides the Murder 
of the holy Baptiſt, which was the direct 


Conſequence of it; there ſeems to have been 
no great Degree of Modeſty in the Dancer, 
nor of Sobriety in the Company ©: So that we 
are not from ſuch Omiſſions to form a judg- 
ment of the true Nature of particular F acts, 

which are recorded in a Scripty re; but we muſt 


* * Marr. xiv. 613. Sr. "PER Vi. 21—29. 
See the learned Biſhop [Taylor's Life of Chri „Part 
II. Sect. 11. Pag. 168, 169. See alſo Grotius on ST. 
Marr. xiv. 6. See him alſo, and Luca: Brugenſi Gs on 


W. MARK vi. 21. 
detar- 


15 1% 
determine of ſuch Things * the whole 3 
Tenor of the Goſpel: Whatever is contra- 
ry to this, we are to look upon in no other 
Light, than as if our bleſſed Lord had paſs d 
an expreſs Sentence of Condemnation 
upon it. | 

But let us next conſider thoſe Words of 
the Wile 1 ce mo is a Time to 
*. dance.” 

When tis conſidered, in what Rupes Re- 
ligious Dancing was amongſt that People; 
what Reaſon can be given, why the Words 
ſhould not relate to this, as well as to any 
other ©? for is it ſo much as likely, that the 
inſpired Writer ſhould only have his Thoughts 
upon dancing as a Diverſion, and not- as an 
Exerciſe of Devotion? So that his Meaning 
may well be ſuppoſed to be this. « 4s 
ce there is @ time to mourn ; 0 there is like- 
« wiſe a proper Seaſon to rejoice, both on a 
« ſpiritual and temporal account,” 

This we know the Jews often did by 
dancing ; and conſequently it is no Wonder, 
to find the Mention of a Cuſtom ſo familiar 


4 The Word which expreſſes: the Royal Prophet's 
dancing before the Ark, [I CHRON, xv. 29. is a Parti- 
ciple of the Yerb here uſed. 


D 2 _ 


0 towards the End of the Efay: But ftill; it 
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to themlelves, GE NADL, let it it relate only 
to what is generally underſtood. What is it 
we are to infer from it? There is not the 
leaſt ueſtion to be made, but it Was a8 
lawful for them as it was familiar. But if 
we ſhould therefore conclude, that our Cuſtom 
of dancing is likewiſe lawful for us, we 
might l conclude a great deal toq 
much. This we ſhall endeavour ta confirm, 


may be thought, that even Virtue and Piery 
might be rendered more amiable by that Po- 
liteneſs and Elegance of Behaviour, Wich are 
chiefly to be acquired by Dancing: and that | 
the Pſalmift alludes to theſe Accomp ih- 
ments, in the following Words, .* at 


our Sons may grow up as the. young Plants; 


K N 


« and that our Daughters may be as the po- 
« liſhed Corners of the emple *, 3 

That our odern Dancing contributes to a 
peculiar Politeneſs and Elegance of Behaviour, 
cannot be doubted ; tho it may be ſome- 
thing doubtful, whether theſe are alluded to 
by the Royal Plalmiſt; eſpecially if the Ob- 


| ſervation of a great Critic be right: which 


is, 


© PSAM cxliv. 12. 


* 


ſs, that the. ancient 70 A d was but 
a plain artleſs Exerci iſe *; and conſequently 
it-was little adapted to. give any extraordi- 
nary N of Carriage. 

However, granting that ſuch Pulis 
and Elegance are there alluded to, the princi- 
pal Enquiry 1 is. Whether Dani be 
any ways neceſſary to render Vi irtue and 2 
more agreeable or Iovely? 

It is undoubtedly ER every Chrifti.. 
an to endeavoyt to give a Luſftreto Religion: pe 
and whoever fincerely . deſigns to do this, 
ought highly to be commended, howſoever 


miſtaken he 2p” prove in the Means or 


4, 


Method. 
But I would humbly propoſe it to be con- - 


ſidered, whether Religion can want any other 
Ornament, than the Lives of Chriſtians led 
according to the Goſpel of. Chr: ? Or whe- 


ther any thing can render it more amiable, x 


even in the Sight « of its profeſſed Enemies? ? 


F r Grotius' peaking of the dancing of the Dane of 
Heradias, thus expreffeth himſelf - - '- - Nos rudi i 
atque incompoſito ſaltandi genere, quod in publicis gaudiis 


| Mairanys Virginabuſ; on Fu, aui puilus 1 nee dixg- 
Who 


mus, In MATT. xiv 


g m 


the Chriſtians love one another 31 


It was this Behaviour, which was the / Ads 


miration and Aſtoniſhment of the Heathen 
Words: | 


Never did Religion. appear with a se 


Ge than in thoſe Days; and yet never did 
Religion receive leſs Aſſiſtance from Dancing, 


On the contrary, when was Religion at a 


lower Ebb than at preſent? And when 


could this gay Diverfion contribute more ta 


its Aſſiſtance? 


From whence it ſeems plainly to follow,” 
that Religion wants nothing to recommend 


it, but its own native and divine Simplicity; 


the heavenly Nature of its Dorines, and tho 


exemplary Lives of its Profeſſors. Let Men 
be but thorough Chriftians, and then Virtue 
and Piety will have Charms ſufficient. 


And indeed, if we may conjecture, of what 


Advantage Dancing may hereafter prove to 


Religion, by what is paſt ; we have not much 
1 to n ourſelves any great N 


by 7 4 ,inquunt, ut invicem ſe _—_ / Tert. in Apolog = 


ters, 


Who knows not, that one divine: Virtus 
only has filled ſuch with Wonder? See, bow 


I py. AQ  —_ 


Sar i 
ters; ſinte the Goſpel. has gained ſo itil 
Ground in the Hearts and Lives of Menz 
notwithſtanding it has long had all tbe Aid 
which this Art of poliſting could lend it. 
Does it not therefore appear high time, to 
try a different Method? Or does it become 
wiſe Men to perſiſt in a Courſe, which =_ 
hitherto turn'd to ſo poor an Account: 
Suppoſe chen inſtead of imitating e 
8 in their Follies, we. ſhould drop. this 
Part of their Education; z and Stan more Pains, 
than, I fear, is always taken, to form the. 
and Manners of our Children. N upon 
the Principles of Religion; ; and thus thorough- 
ly endeavour to inſpire a Love of it into their 
Souls, whilſt they were moſt capable of its 
divine Impreſſions; and before the Gaiety |} 
and Nonſenſe of the World. had taken Poſſeſ- 9 
fion of their Hearts. = 
If we would. do this, we thould omlaly 
conſult more for the Advancement of Virtue 
and Piety, th an by purſuing. the en 
Methods in Vogue. N 
Thus, ſome in very high 17 in them 
mitive Times, educated their Children 55 K 


4 
2 * 


2 See the learned Dr. Cave's Primitive Chri nu. 
* 173, 174. 


and 


aud if we would:contribaes * 
ing primitive Chtiſianity in the menden 
muſt condeſeend to do as they did.. 
| Whereas, if ave. will not ſubinit- to this 
if nothing will- ſatisfy, -without-a . Ad- 
Aneſi, and an Elegance: of Manners; if we 
are not able to content ourſel ves with that 
courteous, gentle, and reſpersſul Behaviour, 
and with that Plain Medeſty; and ungſfected 
Humility, which the- Gepe tekches; and for 
the Attainment/of which, no Proficiency in 
Auntimg is neceflaryy; bur ale refolved to ran 
dhe Riſque of poſſefüng the tender Minds 
vf Children, with a Tafte for what 
render them proud and warn; ai W 
then hying ſo many Temptations in. theit 
Way, which may greatly endanger” the fu- 
ture Parts of their Lives: And by this 
Means, we very ill conſult either for their 
true Happineſs, or ou Oh” Aeli or Ho- | 
nour of Religion. 23 2 
But now, aer un that can be cleaded Lot 
ibis Diverſion, either from the Practice of 
the Ancients, or from any other Topic what- 
ever; it onght to be carefully obſerved, that 
ve. live under a very different Diſpenſation 
from 
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fas). 


from either the 11. of e or che Law 
of Moſes. 


Laws of Nature were re- inforced by the old 
Diſpenſation, as they likewiſe are by the 
New; yet many Things were not only per- 
mitted, but even enjoined under the former, 
which however were not ſuited to the more 
ſpiritual Religion of the Goſpel. And con- 
ſequently every thing, which might be pro- 


8 53 —  .*-*. — 4 


per for Mankind, either before or under the 


Moſaical , will not een be "oe 
for * 


80 that if this Diver on be not ſuitable for | 


che State of Chriſtianity, then all the Re- 
putation it anciently had amongſt © Fews, 


or Greeks, or any one elſe, will, by na 


Means make it the more 1 for Chrifti- 
ans. | 

This, I date no wiſe and ſerious 
Man will offer to diſpute. And if it ſhould 
be doubted, whether this Diverſſon of ours, 
ought to be viewed in this Light; I ſhall 
only defire that wy underſtanding Perſon 
would reflect, whether our promiſcuous 


— be not of a dangerous Tendency ? 
E Whether 


For though the bar avid anhand | 
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Whether it be -agrecable with that Modefty 
and Gravity of Behaviour, which are fo 
Highly becoming of Chriftians *, , And whe- 
ther our modern dancing, in general, does 
not tend to render the Mind ligt and ven; 
and to rob it of due 2 "72 tl ns es 
leftion? 

Whoever ſhall be: of opinion,” th this 
faſhionable Dziverfon has either ſuch bad 
Fendencies, of that it is not altogether-con- 
ſiſtent with the Goſpel, 9 be allowed to 
eſteem it highly unſuitab for Nr es 


—— I T1M, ii. 2. 9. Ch. iii. 4. 8. 11. TIT. it. 2. 7. 
Our Tranſlators have in the firſt of theſe; render d 
the Word cod, honeſt; but it ſignifies grave or vene- 
rable, as it is the Margin. — See Erotius there, and 
what they have tranſlated hone/fy, 1 T1M. ii. 2.  ftritly 
ſignifies gravity, curing. See Grotius, Bexa, and —_ 
mus, on the Place. | 
And notwithſtanding ſome of hoſe Directions doi im- 
mediately relate to thoſe, who are more particularly 
obliged to a grave and madeſt Deportment, yet furely 
none can be weak enough, to fancy themſelves exempt 
from ſuch an Obligation. 

In ſhort, to behave with # becoming Gravity and 
Modeſty, is, in a principal Meaſure, ro behave as the 
Apoſtle has commanded in two other Places, Rom. 
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Tranflation does not fully expres. _ 
- * Beſides, 
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See the following Paſſages. — PHILIP. iv. 8. 


xiii. 13. 1 THEss. iv. 12. ivoxnpomus, c. which our 
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Beſides, how groſs an Abſardity i is it, * 
adopt the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of an airy 
and giddy. People? ſince the ſame Levity, 
which may ſit very naturally upon our Neigh- 
bours, is like to fit but very awkwardly upon 
many of ourſelves ; -notwithſtanding all the 


ginal. 
However, 1 W moſt wiſe Men will | 
grant, that happy had it been for the lower 
World, had this elegant Exerciſe been con- 
fined amongſt Perſons of the higheſt Rank. - 
But the Misfortune is, it has found its 
Way from Courts and Palaces, even to Huts 
and Cottages. 
And an ambitious Deſire for a a0 * 


of all Stations and Circumſtances. 
Whether this fatal Turn of Mind has not 


been one great Cauſe of a general Corruption 
of Manners; and whether it be not a moſt 


effectual Way to continue and promote it; — 
are Conſiderations worthy the T houghts ny 


wiſe and good Men. 


FINIS. 


Pains we may take to coun ſo great an Ori- 1 


polite Education, has almoſt infected People =. 


